
Esp~esso· explosjon· ., 
ALTHOUGH South Africa was ·sus= 
pended from Fide (the World Chess 
Federation) in 1977, it has continued 
to host international events. Indeed, 

'
1 this year's Oude Meester Grand Prix 

in Johannesburg was of super-class 
stature, featuring top grandmasters 
Viktor Korchnoi (Switzerland), .Rob­ 
ert. Hubner (West Germany), Ulf An­ 
dersson· (Sweden) and John Nunn 
(England). · · 
The rather. unusual format - each 

player meeting each· of the others four 
times - . made it a sort of com­ 
bination between a match and a tour­ 
nament, and the results' are interesting 
reading: 

OUOE MEESTER GRAND PRIX 19&1 
Andersson - - - - 1/z ½ ½I ½0½ ½ 1 ½I½ 7 
Hubner ½½½0 -- -· 010½ ll'hl 6½ 
Korchnoi ½1 ½ 'h ·101 ½ - - . - 00l'h 6½ 
Nunn O'hO'h 00'/zO llO'h · - - - 4 

Korchnoi's mediocre performance, 
coming just before his world cham­ 
pionship challenge against Anatoly 
Karpov, boded ill for the Soviet de­ 
fector's prospects in the match. An­ 
derssori's solidity clearly paid off - it 
was the number of losses rather than 
the number ,of wins which decided the 
outcome. Hubner broke down Kor­ 
chnoi's Tarrasch French opening in 
one game, but "suffered two reverses 
with Black. Nevertheless it was en­ 
couraging to see him pitted against 
Viktor again so soon after his walk­ 
out "for personal reasons" halfway 
through their candidates match earlier 
this year. 

·Nunn started as clear underdog. 
and, as could be expected, took last 
place convincingly. At this level, in 

· which John admits he has had little 
experience, the slightest weakness is 
ruthlessly. exploited. His Achi,ij_es heel 

· turned out to be the King's Indian 
Defence, an opening Nunn .has only 

·recently adopted, and it cost him five 
losses out of six games with it. 

John did, however, have the satis­ 
faction of virtually deciding first place 
with his two winsover Korchnoi, and 
he must also have gained consolation 
from the following sensational game. 

e. · ... 
9 ... Rdt·. 

10. NXd4 
11. NdbSI . · 
Stopping ... c6 for good and leaving 

1
• 

Black in quire. a cramp. 
11. Res 
1~ Bg5 Bd7 
13. f3 Ne6 
·14, Be3 Nh5 
15. Bf1 f5 

a5? 
eXd4 
Nc5 

t· •.. 
i 
I 

KING'S INDIAN DEFENCE 
V. KORCHNOI 
1. c4 
2. Nc3 
3. e4 
4, d4 
5. Be2 
6. Nf3 

J. NUNN 
Nf6 
96 
d6 
Bg7 
0-0 
Nbd7 

The modern system against the clas- 
11 ·sical variation that Korchnoi has cho­ 
sen runs 6 ... e5 7.0-0 (7.dXe5 dXe5 
8.QXd8 RXd8 9.NXe5 does nor win a 
pawn because of 9 ... NXe4) 7 ... Nc6 
putting pressure on the _d4 square. 
7. o-o es 
8. Qc2I? 
Unusual - Nunn was probably 

familiar o'nly with the customary 
8. Re I .. One idea with the tes! is to hol­ 
sier e4. so that after 8 ... eXd4 9.N>;.d4 

· Nc5 White can challenge the knight 'by 
10.NbJ! NXb3 11.aXbJ with ddvan­ 

. tage as in Korchnoi-Timman. Leeuwar­ 
den 19?6. Best is 8 ... c6. 

Working up counterplay. /1 is strange 
that John should have done .10 poorly 
with the King: Indian in Johanncshurg .. 
since the opening. which works rather 
like a co/I/pressed spring, certainlv suits 
his dynatnic stvle. Perhaps i1 1ras si111- 
ply his inexperience with ii. as in this 
game he strikes hack with a vengeance. 
16. eXf5 gXf5 
17. Bf2 
Not I '7. QX/5 Ne/4 winning material. 

17. Rf8 
18. g3 Nf6 
19. QXfS?! 

After !9.Nd41 White continues 10 

stand heller. Korchnoi probahlv didn't 
realise the pawn iras still poisoned· ... 
19 . . . Ng4I! 

NUNN 

KORCHNOI. 

Black explodes into life - if White 
declines the knight hr 20. Qd.3 then 
20 ... Ne5 is strong. 
20. QXg4 . Ng5I 
21. Qh5 :• Be8 
22. axgs 
The ·queen has no escape - :!J.Qg4 

h5.1 or 2J. Qh4 NX/3 ch. 
22. . QXgS 
23. NXc7 RXf3I 
24. N X as RXf2 
25. KXf2 · Qc5 ch 

· Wllite has a IM of material [or his 
queen. hut Nunn 11·as clearly 011 the 
warpath now. The las! · chance \\'as 
:!6. A/3 here, and if ]6 ... Bh5 ch 
:!7.A.g2 QeJ 28.Be:!1 HXe2 29.NXe2 
QXe] ch JO.A.Id when White 111a1· hold 
.tlie draw. 
26. Kg2? BX c3 

:\1011· :!J.hXd Bc6 c11 28.Kh.3 'Qh5 is 
11/G/e. 
27. Nc7 

· 28. Nd5 
29. Kh3 
30. Rab1. 
31. RXb2 
32. Nf4 
33. g4 
34. Resigns 
. "Coffee-house chess!" 1ras Viktor's 
dismissive end-of-game co111111e11t. BUI 
then. .he diet' once als») opine. "ff] can­ 
not 11·i11 against the King's J11dia11 then 
something is seriously wrong." 

B96 
Be4 ch 
8Xb2 
Qf2 
Qxb2 
Bf5 ch 
Qf2 

!\ll'RRA Y CHA'.'iDLEij 
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